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Four Sorts of People. 
1. To Thoſe who pretend thoroughl yto 


4 [ CIR Ditbelieve the Truth of Religion. 


a To Thof: who only Doubt of it. 
III. To Thoſe who never * into 
the Matter. 
7 To 6 hoſe who procl 4 Thorough 
Belief of it. 
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PRE F A C E. 
EE ſalbuing Diſcourſe was intended 
'# to be preachd, but the Chain of my 
I " Thoughts led me into ſome Things out of 
the Reach of the Capacities of my Congregation. 
# After having ſaid This it will not be expected 
#F that I ſhould put my Name to it, I have no- 
F thing more to offer, by Way of Preface, but 
1 that I have no other View in publiſhing it, be- 
2 = faaes an boneſt Inclination to do ſome Good. I 
 # © have the Pleaſure to find myſelf much affected 
* by it, and am not without Hopes that it may 
4 have ſome Influence upon a few more. To be 
E the Inſirument, under God, of forwarding the 

. Salvation of Mankind is the greateſt Honour 
1 that we can have in This Life, and the only 
* Pleaſure that is worth a wiſe Man's Living 
Per. Tam a Candidate for another World; and 
| | what ſhould make an IMMoRTAL Being very 
3 anxious, or much delighted, but the Thoughts of 
I IMMORTALITY ? I am Travelling to a Country 
Jom whence T ſhall never Return; and IT ſee 
2 many of my Fellow-Travellers as intent upon thetr 
Accommodations as if They were at Home, and 
* ſcrambling for what They are going to Leave 
behind Them. I ſee Them with ſome Amaze- 
| A 2 ment 


„ 


_ with more Concern, but with as litthe 

To as T ſee a Party of Children highly pleas d 
with their Childiſh Diverſions, or ſquabbling 
about their Marbles. I wiſh, the Employment, 
and Amuſements of a great Part of Mankind 
were as innocent; I am ure T, hey are, compa- 
Ne as infignificant. 
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St. Luxs Chap. x. Verſe 42. 
But one Thing is need ful. 


particular, the Inſtruction intended to 

be convey d by them is general, vz. 
That Religion, and the Security of our future 
Happineſs, ought to be our grand Buſineſs and 
Concern in this Life; that they are, in their 
Importance, fo infinitely ſuperiour to all other 
Conſiderations, that our Saviour ſtiles them the 
one Thing needful; nothing elſe, when com- 
par'd with them, being of any Moment at all : 
As the longeſt Period of Time is ſwallow'd up 
in the immeaſurable Abyſs of Eternity, like a 
Drop of Water in the largeſt Ocean. This 
momentous and awful Truth I purpoſe to make 
the Subject of my preſent Diſcourſe. 

But, why ſo much Pains to prove what no 
Man in his Senſes will offer to deny ? Evident 
as this Truth is, when conſider'd, it is as evi- 
dent that very few conſider it, ſo as to give it 
its proper Influence upon their Conduct ; and 
therefore the moſt Learned, the moſt Knowing, 
the moſt Religious, may be the better for Ad- 
monition, when they ſtand in no need of In- 


ſtruction. Let not any one then, be his Parts 
| 2 and 
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and Attainments ever ſo great, diſdain to read a 

lain Diſcourſe. Plain, as I intend to make it, 
I hope, by the Grace of God aſſiſting me, to 
make it ſo clear and ſtrong, that it ſhall be the 
Reader's Fault if he be not the better for it. 
I will preſume it will be allow 'd me that there 
is ſuch a Thing as Wiſdom and Folly ; that 
there are certain Maxims and Rules of Conduct, 
which are eſtabliſh'd by the univerſal Conſent 
and Practice of Mankind, in reſpe& to their 


worldly Concerns: Upon theſe Maxims I pur- 


poſe to argue with you: And if they have any 
Force, when apply'd to your Conduct in the 


Affairs of this Life, they muſt hold much 


ſtronger when apply d to the Concerns of a fu- 


ture State, where our Happineſs, or Miſery, will 
be greater and more laſting, Eternal and Incon- 
ceiveable. In my further Diſcourſe upon this 


Subject, I ſhall addreſs myſelf to four different 


Sorts of People. 


Hir, to thoſe who pretend to difbelieve the 
great Truths of Religion upon full Conviction, 
after a diligent and impartial Examination of the 
Evidence on both Sides the Queſtion. 

_ Secondly, To thoſe who only entertain ſome 
Doubts about it. 
Thirdly, To thoſe who never give themſelves 


any Concern about the Matter. 


Fourthly, To thoſe who profeſs a cberough 
Belief of them. 
I. I ſhall in the firſt Place addreſs myſelf to 


thoſe unhappy Perſons who pretend to diſbe- 
lieve the great T ruths of Religion, upon full 


Con- 


19 1. 
Conviction, after a diligent and impartial Exa- 
mination of the Evidence on both Sides of the 
Queſtion. I fay, who pretend to do fo, for I 
am fully ſatisfied that out of the Number of 
thoſe, who profeſs themſelves ſuch ſettled Inſi- 
dels, there are very few that are really ſuch. 
One I knew, who died as determin'd as he liv'd; 
but that Collins and Toland did not, I have good 
Reaſons to believe. Neither do I think "that 
there ever was an Infidel who had examin'd 
the Evidence on both Sides of the Queſtion, 
with Diligence and Impartiality. They may 
have taken a good deal of Pains to enquire into 
the Arguments, but then it has been with an 
intent to find Objections, not to receive Infor- 
mation. They brought ſtrong Prejudices and 
Prepoſſeſſions with them, imbib'd early by the 
means of bad Company, or bad Books; or elſe 
ariſing from the Inconſiſtency of religious Truths, 
with the Indulgence of ſome favourite Vice, 
which they were determin'd not to part with. But 
if they wou d act rationally, they muſt attend to 
the — without any Biaſs from an Incli- 
nation to Infidelity. For if they wiſh that Re- 
ligion may not appear to be true, like the Jaun- 
dice that gives a falſe Colour to every Object, 
ſuch an Inclination will certainly hinder the 
Mind from ſeeing any Argument in its proper 
Light. But is this acting wiſely in a Matter of 
ſuch infinite Moment? For our Inclinations 
cannot alter the Nature and Force of Argu- 
ments. Religion will not be the leſs true for 
our wiſhing that it were not ſo. But I will ven- 
ture to affirm, that, in the Nature of Things, 
Ba is 


21 
is utterly impoſſible that any Man can have 
ſufficient Evidencce upon which he may build 
a rational, firm Conviction, that what we call 
the great Truths of Religion, the Exiſtence of 
a God, a Providence, and a State of Happineſs, 
or Miſery in another Life, are Fictions. On the 
Side of Infidelity there can be no direct Evidence 
at all, fince no Man can demonſtrate that the 
Suppoſition of a God, a Providence, and a future 
State, is abſurd and impoſlible. Neither is it 
any Abſurdity, or Contradiction to the Nature 
of Things, to ſuppoſe that there may be a Re- 
velation. All that any ſenſible Infidel can ſay, 
is, that there is not ſufficient Evidence, upon 
which we may build a full and clear Conviction 
of the Truth of theſe grand Points; there can 
be, as J ſaid, no direct Proof on the other Side 
of the Queſtion. This naturally leads me, 
Secondly, To apply myſelf to thoſe, who are 
in doubt about theſe great Truths. For Argu- 
ment's Sake, I will ſuppoſe, that the Truths do 
not appear quite ſatisfactory; yet if they carry 
any Degree of Credibility with them we ought, 
in common Senſe, to act as if there was a moral 
Certainty of their being true. I wou'd aſk theſe 
Doubters, how they wou'd think it prudent to 
act under ſuch a State of Uncertainty, with Re- 
gard to their preſent Happineſs. I will ſtate the 
Matter as ſtrongly in Favour of Infidelity and 
Irreligion, as I poſſibly can, by ſuppoſing (what 
every one knows to be falſe) the Practice of 
Religion and Virtue to be always attended with 
an uninterrupted Series of Self-denial and Mor- 


tification, with every Sort and Degree of Evil, 
5 which 


[ 27 ] 
which human Nature is capable of ſuffering in 
this Life; and that a vicious Courſe of Life is 
as uniformly accompanied with every Sort and 
Degree of Happineſs that human Nature is ca- 
pable of enjoying. Now, let us ſuppoſe, that, if 


the former has the Patience to perſevere in 


the Practice of Religion and Virtue, for one 


| Week, under ſuch hard Circumſtances, he has 


a Chance (let the Chance be as low as can be 
imagined) of being rewarded, at the End of this 
ſhort Period of Time, with an uninterrupted 
Series of the moſt conſummate Happineſs that 
human Nature is capable of enjoying for ten 
thouſand Years, in a Country the moſt delight- 
ful that can be conceiv'd, and abounding with 
the greateſt Plenty of the moſt valuable and 
agreeable Predutts, and conſtantly enjoying 
them with the keeneſt Appetite, in Company 
with the moſt inſtructive and agreeable Compa- 
nions, always ſtudying how to pleaſe and ſerve 
one another. Let us again ſuppoſe, that the 


vicious Man ſtands the ſame Chance of his be- 


ing puniſhed for his poor Week's Enjoyment, 
with every Sort and Degree of Miſery that hu- 
man Nature is capable of feeling for ten thou- 
ſand Years; living in a barren Country, that 


does not afford one agreeable Object to pleaſe 


the Eyes, but is full of frightful Scenes; of Storms 


and Tempeſts; tormented with Appetites that 


He cannot gratify, in Company with the moſt 


diſagreeable Perſons, whoſe only Muſick is the 
Sound of Curſes, whoſe only Delight is to give 
Uneaſineſs to one another, and in utter Deſpair 


of having their Condition mended, 


I have 
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I have put a very fair Caſe; and if there be 
ſuch a Thing as Common Senſe, I appeal to 
it for an _ Wou' d not any Man of the 
loweſt Share of Underſtanding, wou'd not any 
one, but a downright Madman, or Ideot, ſuf- 
fer ſuch a ſhort-livd Miſery for the loweſt 


Chance of ſuch a noble Prize: ? Or what cou'd 
be thought of him, who, for the Sake of a 


Week's Enjoyment, wou'd run the leaſt Ha- 
zard of being ſo compleatly miſerable for ſo 
long a Period of Time as ten thouſand Years? 
And does the longeſt Life of Man on Earth 
bear. as great a Proportion to Eternity, as a 
Week does to ten thoufand Years? No; the 
longeſt Period of Time bears no Proportion at 


all to Eternity. A Duration that is not in the 
| Power of Numbers to meaſure. O! vaſt Eter- 


nity! how doeſt thou ſwallow up our Thoughts, 
and fill us at once with Delight and A- 
mazement. Thou art like the Sight of God, 
ſo dreadful, that it is difficult for mortal Man 
to look on thee attentively and live. And if 
the bare Conception of Eternity be ſo affect 


ing, how will you be ſhock'd if you add the 


Idea of Miſery to Eternity! Shou d we form 


to ourſelves the Imagination of immediately 


becoming miſerable without Intermiſſion and 
without Hope, during our whole Life, the 
very Thought wou'd make us turn pale and 
tremble. © Extend your Apprehenſion to the 
Age of Methuſelab; then add a Million of Ages; 
go on to multiply the Product of that Sum 
by as many Millions as Figures can exprels ; 
and then think, if you can bear the 

Thought, 
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Thought, that after the Expiration of this 
long, long Period, you will be no nearer the 
End of your Miſery than K was at the Be- 
ginning of it. O Eternity! What art Thou ! 
Where am II I am loſt. My Head ſwims, 
and I grow giddy. Do thou, O blefled Jeſus, 

ſtrengthen my labouring Mind. I faint, I fink, 
do thou ſupport my Spirits. Let me, then, 
thou Sceptic, beſeech thee to act like a Man, 
like a rational Creature. I defy thee, with all 
thy boaſted Reaſoning, to demonſirate that 
thou ſhalt not be eternally happy or eternally 
miſerable, in another Life, according as thou 
demeaneſt thyſelf in this. And does not the 
Conſideration of the infinite Difference between 
Time and Eternity, make it a Point of the 
greateſt Wiſdom to act upon much leſs Evi- 
dence than we have for theſe Truths. For, 
in Matters of ſuch unſpeakably great Impor- 
tance, it concerns us always to be on the ſureſt 
Side, where we venture leaſt, if we ſhou' d 
happen to be miſtaken. And which is the ſu- 
reſt Side? To believe, or diſbelieve Chriſtianity, 
and ſuch a State of future Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments as are the Sanctions of it? If Chri- 
ſtianity be true, (and they cannot difprove the 
Truth of it) and there be an eternal State of 
Rewards and Puniſhments inconceivably great, 
we are undone for ever; but if we do believe 


it, and live up to its Precepts, we loſe nothing 1 


by it but the tranſient Pleaſures of Sin, and in- 
ſtead of them we have the joyfulleſt Hopes ; 
which to a good Man are more raviſhing and 
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for Religion, both natural and reveal d, demand 


1 

tranſportins; than any of the Enjoyments of 
this World can give to the Wicked. In ſhort, 
the Miſeries denounc'd againſt Unbelievers are 
ſo very terrible, that no thinking Man in his 
Senſes would run the leaſt Hazard of them; 
but inſtead of demanding Demonſtration of 
there being ſuch. a Place of exquiſite Torment, 
wou'd. demand demonſtrative - Certainty, that 
there is not, before he wou'd venture: And the 
Happineſs promis'd to good Chriſtians ſo far 


exceeds our Imagination, that a very little Evi- 


dence wou'd perſwade a truly wife Man to ven- 
ture any Thing for the Sake of it. Before I 


take Leave of theſe Doubters, who, profeſſing 


themſelves wiſe, act very fooliſhly and madly, 


I muſt obſerve, that tho' I have condeſcended 


to argue with them upon their own Principles, 
it is not becauſe the Evidence for religious 
Truths is really weak and doubtful! Had I 
Time I cou'd ſhew that it is ſufficient to create 
a 'moral Certainty. | As to myſelf, I no more 
doubt of them, than if I had the Evidence of 
Senſe and ſtrict Demonſtration to convince me. 


And the oftener and more attentively I examine 


into them the more 1 am convinced. And this 


has been the Caſe of Numbers in all Ages, of 


the greateſt Abilities both natural and acquir'd, 
who have confider'd theſe Points with the ut- 


moſt Diligence, Coolneſs, and Impartiality. 


And ſurely, the concurrent Teſtimony of ſuch 
a Variety of the moſt learned and judicious 
Perſons, confirming, by their Opinions and 
Practice, the Strength of the poſitive Evidence 


ſo 


9 


bare Poſhbility of 
Apprehenſion, make you take another Road, 


3 


ſo much Regard from every wiſe Man, as to 


induce him not to act as if Religion were falſe, 


till he can find better Authorities and clearer 
Proofs in Support of Infidelity or Seepticiſm. 
But theſe Men never attempt to bring any direct 
and poſitive Proofs, but only ſtart Difficulties, 
and endeavour to weaken the Force of our 


Arguments. And is this ſufficient to juſtify 
them in riſking the Loſs of eternal Happinels, 


and running the Hazard of being eternally 
miſerable? This is bringing a Scandal upon 
Reaſon and Common Senſe. But I ſhall give 
you another pathetic Illuſtration of their Mad- 
neſs and Folly from Dr. Weber's Sermon upon 


Impenitency, p. 14 and 15, ſpeaking of thoſe 
who doubt of theſe Things, he fays, © It is 
not enough to doubt, but you muſt be aſ- 
far'd, by the cleareſt Arguments, that what 
the Goſpel fays of Heaven and Hell is all 
Romance. If walking in the dark, you 


ſhou'd hear a Multitude of People, with 


the utmoſt Earneſtneſs and Concern, cry- 


ing out aloud, Travellers, I beg of you 
to quit your Road inſtantly, for it leads to 
a bottomleſs Pit, where you will he in Pain 


and Miſery for ever, and you are got upon 

the Brink of it. Tho' you ſhou'd not im- 

mediately be fully convinc'd, wou'd not the 
f its being true, the frightful 


if you knew of one where there cou'd be no 


Wen Danger ? I fay, wou'd you in ſuch a Caſe 
C dare 
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dare to move one Step further in it? No, you 
cou'd not do it. Your Imagination wou d fill 
your Mind with ſuch Horror, that your Limbs, 
as well as your Heart, wou'd fail you. This, 
thou Doubter, is a true, but faint Image of 
thy Condition. Vou are walking in thick 
Darkneſs, not knowing whither your preſent 
Courſe of Life will. lead you. Under this 
Uncertainty you hear the Prophets, the Apo- 
ſtles, the Martyrs, and Confeſſors for Chriſti- 
anity ; you hear Teachers and Writers, with- 
out Number, in all Ages, and from all Parts 
of the World, crying, Hold, miſerable Wretch ! 
the Path in which you are now going will 
lead you to eternal Deſtruction. If you will 
take the contrary Road, you will find it in ge- 
neral full as pleaſant, and, in ſome Parts of 
it, much pleaſanter, and it will carry you ſafe 
to a moſt delightful Country. And, for your 
Encouragement to take our Advice, we are ſo 
far from having any Intereſt, or bad Deſign, 
in giving you this Intelligence, that we take 
the ſame Road ourſelves, but not before we 
had us'd all poſſible Means of Information 
concerning the Nature and Tendency of it. 
You ſee how fooliſhly and madly they act, 
let not therefore their Characters, be their 
Rank, their Parts, their Reputation, what they 
will, any way influence your Judgment, or 
Practice, but look upon them, as they are, 
Objects of Compaſſion for their Unhappineſs, 
and of — for their Wickedneſs. But 

Third! : 
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Thirdly, There is another Set of Men, 
who, if "Toſſible, act more fooliſhly and mad- 
ly, than either of the other. For, though 
theſe Points muſt be acknowledg'd to be of 
the laſt Importance, they have never thought 
it worth while to conſider them, never thought 
of them, at all, 'but live extempory Lives ; 


follow the Impulſc of every Paſſion that hap- 


pens. to move them; purſue every Scheme 
that occurs to their Mind ; without ever look 
ing forward to Conſequences. The others 
judge and act extremely wrong, unbecoming 


Philoſophers; But theſe Men act below the 


Conduct of the animal Part of the Creation. 


Beaſts and Birds act with more Regard to 
Self. Preſervation. As far as Inſtinct teaches 
them wherein their Danger lies, they are ever 
watchful, ever ſtudious, to avoid it. Only theſe 
Beaſts of Reaſon act without any Regard 
to their own Safety. In order to illuſtrate 
the exceeding great Folly of theſe heedlefs, 
giddy Creatures, I ſhall borrow another Illu- 


ſtration from the Sermon above-mention'd, p. 8. 


« Suppoſe a ſkilful Architect ſhould give a 
Man Warning that his Houſe is ſo decay'd, 
that it is in Danger of tumbling over his Head, 
ſhou'd not ſuch Notice oblige him in com- 
mon Prudence either to quit it inſtantly, or, 
at leaſt, to have it carefully examin'd, before 
he ventures to continue in it? And, if, not- 
withſtanding this friendly Caution, he ſhou'd 
ſtrive, by Buſineſs, or Pleaſure, to divert his 

C 2 Thoughts 
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Thoughts from attending to his Danger, in- 
Fake of avoiding it, wou'd not the World ſay 
that the Man was diſtracted, or that he was 
utterly void of common Senſe? And, yet, 
this is an exact Picture of this monſtrous In- 
dolency. I muſt aſk. this Writer's Pardon; 
for the Caſe is not parallel. The Men . of 
whom I am- ſpeaking, have Warning of a 
Danger 5 greater, and, yet, are as un- 
mov d by it. And if any accidental Cauſe 
ſhou'd 3 them to entertain a tranſient 
Thought of their Danger, they are very in- 
duſtrious to baniſh it out of their Minds; as 

if they could take away the Reality and Cer- 
tainty 85 their future Miſery by not thinkin 

of it. But, as they are not likely to 8 

to any Thing that can be ſaid to them, I ſhall 
ay ſay no more upon this Head. I ſhould have 
E been quite ſilent, if 1 had not been in Hopes 
| that others might learn Wiſdom by ſeeing a 
ſtrong Picture of their Folly. I come, now 

| my the Furth, and laſt, Place ſeriouſly. to 
addreſs - myſelf to thoſe who profeſs a tho- 
rough Belief of religious Truths. And I 
muſt tell ſuch Chriſtian Readers, that in ſome 
Reſpects, they act more inconſiſtently and 
abſurdly than either of the other three Sorts 
of People. The Firſt pretend to be fully 
perſwaded that Religion is a Cheat, and that 
there is no ſuch Thin future State; in Y 
Conſequence of which e e e they think 3 
it "PR dent to make the moſt of this World, to 2 
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make their own preſent Intereſt and Happi- 
neſs the ſole Rule of their Conduct. They 
judge wrong in entertaining ſuch a ſettled. 
Opinion, where there can be no poſitive Proof; 
but they act right upon their Principles. The 
Second Sort are as much to. blame, in run- 
ning the Riſque of lofing eternal Happineſs, 
and bringing eternal Deſtruction upon them 
ſelves, only becauſe the Evidence for the 
Truth of tlioſe grand Points does not: appear 
to them fufhciently clear and ſtrong, for, in 
Matters of ſuch infinite Moment, à leſs De- 
gree, any Degree of Evidence ought to go- 


vern their Conduct; but grant them their 


Premiſes and their Concluſion will be juſt. 


The Third Sort act as abſurdly, but with ſome 


Difference. The next World is inviſible and 
diſtant; the Things of this World are pre- 


ſent and viſible; from whence they conclude. 
that it is not worth their while to trouble 


themfelves about ſuch Matters. They agree 
with the others in acting very madly, but they 
differ in this Circumſtance, that, whereas the 


former act right upon wrong Principles, theſe 


act wrong in Conſequence of juſt Premiſes. 
It is true, chat this World is prefent and viſible, 
but it does not follow from thence that inviſi- 


ble and diſtant Things cannot be worth the 


Confideration of a wiſe Man. But thefe aft 
fort of Fools and Madmen, arc in every Re- 

inconfiſtent and inexcuſable, for they act 
in Defiance of their ſettled Principles; they be- 


lieve 
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lieve Chriſtianity, they publickly profeſs their 
Belief of it; and yet daily, hourly, and delibe- 
rately contradict their Faith in their Practice. 
Have the Patience to give Attention while I en- 
large a little upon the monſtrous Inconſiſtenc 

of ſuch Conduct. I have a Right to demand 
this of you, becauſe you acknowledge that the 


Subject is of ſuch vaſt Moment, that it deſerves 


our moſt attentive Conſideration. 


The firſt great Truth and Foundation of all 


Religion is, the Belief of a Deity who made 


you, and made you. capable of knowing and 
contemplating and imitating his moral Perfec- 


tions; you profeſs to believe that Reaſon and 
Revelation teach you that it is your Duty, and. 


will be your Happineſs ſo to do; and yet, how 


many- nominal Chriſtians ever think ſeriouſly, 
how many ſcarce ever think at all about the 


Nature and Attributes of this adorable Author 


of their Being, and Fountain of their Happi- 
neſs; unleſs it be now and then, when they are 
put in Mind of him at Church, or in Conver- 


ſation. You profeſs to believe that this Being, 


infinitely wiſe, juſt, good, and powerful governs 


the World; and do Chriſtians in general act 


agreeable to this Perſuaſion? Do they ſubmit 


and reſign themſelves to his Diſpenſations? No, 


if they did, whence ſo much fretting, ſo much 
murmuring, ſo much Diſtruſt under any Afflic- 
tions and Diſappointments? Whence ſo many 
indirect Means to extricate ourſelves, when we 
believe and acknowledge that if we truſt in 
him, and apply to him, every thing ſhall work 

together 
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together for our Good; that he will either re- 


move our Difficulties, or ſupport us under them, 
or reward us for bearing them patiently? You 


believe that it is your Duty privately and pub- 


lickly to worſhip God, as frequently, as atten- 


tively, and as fervently as poſſibly you can; and 


yet how many of you never addreſs yourſelves 
to him in Prayer in private, or with your Fa- 
mily ? How often do you neglect publick Wor- 
ſhip upon ſuch ſcandalous trifling Pretences, as 
wou'd not hinder, you from going to make a 
common Viſit, or taking your Pleaſure ? And 
when you are at your Devotions, with what In- 


attention, with what Coldneſs and Irreverence 


do you perform them ? T do not mean only the 
poor and illiterate, but Perſons of better Edu- 
cation and more Knowledge; not excepting 
ſome of the Great, and the Learned. And can 


ſuch People ſincerely believe that Religion is 


the one thing needful ? You muſt bear with 
my honeſt Freedom a little longer. | 

_ Chriſtians believe the Bible to be the Word 
of God; that it is an ineſtimable Treaſure of 
the moſt excellent, the moſt uſeful, and enter- 
taining Knowledge ; that it contains every thing 
that is neceſſary for us to believe and practiſe, 
in order to our eternal Happineſs ; that it is both 
in Reſpect to the Author, and Subject Matter 


of it, worthy of the moſt profound Reverence, 
and conſtant and moſt careful Peruſal. And 
do Chriſtians in general, like holy David, make 
it their conſtant Study and chief Delight? No, 
they ſeldom lock into it, as if it were the moſt 
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dull and -infipid, the moſt trifling and uſeleſs 
Book that ever was publiſh'd. | Nay, (I hope to 
be excus'd on Account of an honeſt Intention) 
I have too much Reaſon to fear that many Scho- 
lars, tho they occafionally look into it as Cri- 
ties, and Commentators, to ſtudy the Senſe of 
a difficult Paſſage; do not read it daily, and 
- pratically, to direct their Conduct in moral 
Life, and to warm their Hearts with a feeling 
Senſe of Piety. But is this ſhewing that you 
believe Religion to be the one Thing needful? 
Woud you treat any Book with ſuch Con- 
- tempt,” that taught you any infallible Way to 

Succeſs in Trade, to Riches and ike By 
I need not wait for an Anſwer, Chriſtianity 
-tells us land you profeſs your Belief of it] that 
the Way to eternal Life is narrow, and that 
ve maſt ftrive to enter into it; that we have 
many ſtrong Paffions and Habits to fubdue ; 
many difficult Virtues to acquire; many Temp- 
tations to ſeduce us; many Enemies within 
our own corrupt Hearts to betray us; many 
ſubtle, vigilant, potent Enemies from without, 
10 allure: and terrify us; that we are always 
; wreſtling, not only againſt Fleſh and Blood, 


+ but againſt Principalities and Powers, againſt 


ſpiritual Wickednefs in high Places; that we 
are to be perpetually upon our Guard againft 


the Wiles of the Devil and his Agents, as well 


as againſt the Treachery of our corrupt Na- 
ture; to talee heed to our Ways, to keep the 
Door of our Lips, and to watch the fecret Mo- 
tions * our Thoughts; and therefore, that the 

working 
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working out of our Salvation being a Thing of 


our and Difficulty, as well as infinite Im- 
rtance, we ought to do it with Fear and Trem- 
bing But let any one look round upon Man- 
"wid obſerye, whether their Looks and 
2 rife ſpeak any fuch State of Warfare and 
Danger. nſtead of being anxious for the 
Event of ſo momentous an Affair as our eternal 
Balvation, they look quite eaſy and unconcern d. 
Inſtead of being vigilant, 2 are quite care- 
leſs; inſtead of being active, they are quite in- 
dolent. And is this Behaviour conſiſtent with 
A Perſuaſion that we think our future Welfare 


| the one Thing needful ? The Profeſſors of 


riſtianity declare that they are Citizens of 
nother Country, that their true Riches are in 
= and t that their heavenly Treaſure will 
as durable,” and inconceivable, as the Tor- 
ments of the Wicked. And yet Chriſtians in 
wy are ſo far from having their Thoughts 
o full of an Immortality of ſuch a Bliſs, as to 
have it always lie u rn er for'a conſtant go- 
verning Principle, 8 they ſeldom think of it. 
Their Thoughts, their 7 198 59 their Max- 
ims and schemes, are all ſenſual, and worldly. 
One Man is wholly intent upon a Circle of 
Amuſements and Diverſions. This is the grand 
Buſineſs of his animal Life. Another is as in- 
tent upon accumulating Wealth and making 
a Family; his Head and Heart are quite full of it. 
A Third is wholly poſſeſſed with ambitious De- 
fires ; Places and Honourshe muſt have, let the 


means of acc uiring Them be ever ſo inconſiſtent 
D 3 with 


1 24. 

with the 8 of his Religion, and TY fu- 
ture Happineſs and Glory. It is impoſſible 
that 2 Men ſhou'd- think their Salvation the 
one Thing needful, when they take: ſo little 
Care to ſecure it. And yet tele narrow minded 
Creatures (I cannot call them Men) think theme 
ſelves, and are thought by others to be, the only 
ſhrewd People, becauſe they value the poo 

beggarly Concerns of this Life above thoſe ie of 
Eternity. O gracious God! whence ariſes this 
Sottiſhneſs ? It is thou only, the Searcher of 
Hearts, that knoweſt the true Cauſe. Do thou 
take the Veil from before our Eyes. Break the 
Charm that bewitches us. Convince us that 
nothing but Eternity deſerves our Sollicitude; 
that our Salvation is the one Thing needful, and : 
that whatever does not tend to it is Vanity and 
Folly. Make us ſee more clearly, and know 
more feelingly, theſe great Truths. Let them 
always be uppermoſt in our Thoughts, and 
give them ſuch- Force and Energy, that they 
may bring forth in us the Fruits of good 
Living, to thy Honour, and the Salvation of 


Our Souls. | | 
13 M 63 
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